
The Security Council: Topic A Primary Sources 
Strengthening the Security Council’s Enforcement Mechanism  

Here are primary sources that your moderator or legal chair thought would be helpful in 

gaining an understanding of the topic. These are by no means all of the sources available, just 

sources we wanted to highlight. 

Source #1: Chapter V of United Nations Charter 

Covering Articles 23-32, Chapter V of the United Nations Charter lays out the structure and 

powers of the Security Council. Article 24 specifically reads, “In order to ensure prompt and 

effective action by the United Nations, its Members confer on the Security Council primary 

responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security, and agree that in carrying 

out its duties under this responsibility the Security Council acts on their behalf.” In a sense, the 

Security Council is charged with preserving international peace, which it can only do through 

enforcement actions. While Article 25 states that United Nations members agree to accept the 

decisions of the Security Councill, oftentimes, countries ignore Security Council orders. Specific 

actions for enforcing its orders are laid down in other chapters of the Charter, namely Chapters 

VI, VII, VIII, and XII.  

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-5 

 

Source #2: Enforcing International Law 

This paper from the American Society of International Law is from 1996, but offers a good 

overview on the enforcement mechanisms of the Security Council. The article highlights one of 

the more common enforcement mechanisms: sanctions—which can be economic, military, or 

diplomatic sanctions. The paper argues that economic and diplomatic sanctions take longer to 

work and often most negatively impacts ordinary citizens. The paper also argues that while the 

Charter does outline how the Security Council can use armed military force, the Security Council 

has never directly used this power—instead it has opted to authorize other countries or 

organizations to conduct military actions. The Security Council authorized the United States and 

coalition partners to defend Kuwait during the First Gulf War—using their military force to 

enforce its actions against Iraq.  

https://www.asil.org/insights/volume/1/issue/1/enforcing-international-law  

 

Source #3: Security Council Approves ‘No-Fly Zone’ over Libya, Authorizing ‘All 

Necessary Measures’ to Protect Civilians, by Vote of 10 in Favour with 5 Abstentions 

In 2011, the Security Council adopted resolution 1973, which demanded an immediate ceasefire 

to the brewing conflict in Libya. To force the Libyan government to implement a ceasefire, the 

resolution outlined two mechanisms to enforce its demands: a no-fly zone and targeted sanctions 

on the Libyan government and key supporters. In this way, the Security Council used military 

force, ultimately carried out by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, as well as economic 

sanctions to enforce its demands. This document is a press release of the resolution that also 

includes comments by the then-representatives to the Security Council.  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2011/sc10200.doc.htm  

 

Source #4: Economic Sanctions: Too Much of a Bad Thing 

This report is from Brookings and offers a criticism of using economic sanctions. The article 

mostly focuses on why and how the United States uses economic sanctions to achieve its foreign 

policies, but many of the same criticisms extend to economic sanctions implemented by the 
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Security Council. For example, the author argues that economic sanctions cannot achieve large 

goals or work in a short time frame; unilateral sanctions fail; it can be difficult to force other 

countries to respect economic sanctions; economic sanctions can negatively impact the economy 

of non-sanction countries; sanctions that target the government can negatively impact average 

citizens; and sanctions are often imposed, but take a large effort to remove. The article concludes 

by offering potential reforms to make sanctions more effective.  

https://www.brookings.edu/research/economic-sanctions-too-much-of-a-bad-thing/  

 

Source #5: United Nations Security Council Consolidated List 

The Security Councill Consolidated List is a list that covers all of the entities and individuals 

currently under sanctions by the United Nations. As of the writing of this report, the list has 700 

individuals and 253 entities on it. The Security Council has implemented these sanctions to try 

and enforce its will and authority. Many sanctioned individuals and entities related to North 

Korea and its nuclear program—but individuals and entities from many countries are on the list.  

https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/un-sc-consolidated-list  

 

Source #6: General Assembly Adopts Landmark Resolution Aimed at Holding Five 

Permanent Security Council Members Accountable for Use of Veto 

This United Nations press release from April 2022 covers an effort by the United Nations 

General Assembly to discourage and cut-down on the use of the veto by the permanent members 

of the Security Council. Currently, China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, 

and the United States can veto Security Council resolutions for any reason. This makes it 

difficult for the Security Council to enforce its decisions when the issue conflicts with the 

interests of one of those members. This press release also includes comments by representatives 

to the General Assembly about the resolution.  

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/general-assembly-adopts-landmark-resolution-aimed-holding-

five-permanent-security  
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