
The General Assembly Silver: Topic A Primary Sources 
Easing Tensions over territorial disputes in Eastern Asia 

 

Here are primary sources that your moderator or legal chair thought would be helpful in 
gaining an understanding of the topic. These are by no means all of the sources available, just 

sources we wanted to highlight. 
Source #1: Declaration of Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea 
Also, known as the Code of Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea, this document outlines the 

efforts being made to create cooperation between the countries surrounding the South China Sea. 

Signed by the People’s Republic of China, the Republic of Cambodia, Brunei Darussalam, the 

Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the 

Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, and the Socialist 

Republic of Viet Nam, this document provides excellent insight into the countries’ commitments to 

bestow and maintain peace in the region. Adhering to this commitment will lessen tensions and 

strengthen ties amid the South China Sea.  

http://asean.org/?static_post=declaration-on-the-conduct-of-parties-in-the-south-china-sea-2  

Source #2: 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
As mentioned in the Declaration of Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea, this Convention on 

the Law of the Sea outlines appropriate conduct between international bodies. This convention 

outlines the appropriate conduct in all bodies of waters, territorial limits, and the innocent passage in 

territorial seas. The rulings from this convention should be strictly enforced in order to maintain 

peace in the South China Sea and allow for diplomatic talks to continue. 

http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_convention.htm  

Source #3: GA/11831: General Assembly 24 September 2016 
These notes from the General Assembly 11831 discuss the current progress being made in reducing 

tensions in the South China Sea. There is also some discussion on future hopes for the development of 

relations in the region. Delegates should take note of these stances and plans when representing their 

country.  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11831.doc.htm  

Source #4: 2009 China Response to Vietnam Submission 
This submission by China to the United Nations clarifies their stance on the sovereignty of the 

disputed islands in the South China Sea. Along with the submission is a map displaying the region 

and the islands they claim to control. This will provide delegates a deeper understanding of China’s 

responses to other nation’s claims, as well as provide a visual understanding for the disputed 

territories.  

http://www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/vnm37_09/chn_2009re_vnm.pdf  

Source #5: 2009 Indonesia’s Response to China Submission of South China Sea Territories 
Indonesia responds to China’s submission and claims on the disputed territories as an impartial and 

not as a clamant state. Indonesia approaches the situation as a nation seeking to maintain peace in the 

region and encourage continued discussion. Delegates should refer to this source as a standard for 

how to influence peace and encourage talks at a time when tensions are rising. Furthermore, 

delegates representing states not directly involved in this conflict, should recognize the importance of 

discussion, similar to the role that Indonesia plays. 

http://asean.org/?static_post=declaration-on-the-conduct-of-parties-in-the-south-china-sea-2
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_convention.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11831.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/vnm37_09/chn_2009re_vnm.pdf


http://www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/mysvnm33_09/idn_2010re_mys_vnm_e.pdf  

Source #6: Hague Permanent Court of Arbitration Ruling on South China Sea 
This ruling by The Hague Permanent Court of Arbitration on 12 July 2016, declares that China has 

no legal basis for their maritime claims. The entire source outlines the arbitration between the 

Republic of the Philippines and the People’s Republic of China. Both nation’s positions are stated, 

along with a detailed description of what is being fought over. Finally, the source outlines the future 

conduct of the parties as to avoid conflict and create a level of peace within the region.  

https://pca-cpa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/175/2016/07/PH-CN-20160712-Award.pdf  

http://www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/mysvnm33_09/idn_2010re_mys_vnm_e.pdf
https://pca-cpa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/175/2016/07/PH-CN-20160712-Award.pdf

