
Organization of American States: Topic B Primary Sources 
Drug Trafficking 

 

Here are the primary sources that your moderator or legal chair thought would be helpful in 
gaining an understanding of the topic.  These are by no means all of the sources available, 

just sources we wanted to highlight.  
Source #1: OAS 2012 Drug Report 
This is a report generated by the member states in the OAS providing detailed explanations about the 

world’s increasing drug problem. The report includes ways of moving away from incarcerating drug 

traffickers and providing various health incentives. The report cites multiple meetings between 

Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas and the Inter-American Drug Abuse 

Control Commission and how those meetings began to shape how countries and other agencies 

handle drug trafficking.  

https://www.oas.org/docs/publications/layoutpubgagdrogas-eng-29-9.pdf 

Source #2: U.S. Department of State; The Organization of American States Inter-American 

Drug Abuse Control Commission Group of Experts to Control Money Laundering 
The report generated by the Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs explains 

how the OAS and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission held capacity building 

meetings to bring awareness to money laundering which is going on in many South American and 

Caribbean nations. The report cites how recent seizures of assets have helped influence other nations 

to comply with regulations set by National Workshop on the Management of Seized and Forfeited 

Assets that was held in Paraguay. By limiting money laundering in countries where corruption is a 

major issue the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission can monitor money laundering and 

the flow of illegal drugs. Much of the international community attended various conferences to 

ensure equal cooperation. 

https://www.state.gov/j/inl/rls/nrcrpt/2016/vol2/253362.htm 

Source #3: Drug Use in the Americas: OAS 
In 2012 the OAS issued their first report about drug consumption in the Americas. The report 

included information about drug consumption from thirty-four countries. In the report are levels of 

use of major drugs from individuals ages 18-25. Levels of Marijuana use in Argentina, Panama, and 

Peru were at least 20% when users were asked for their primary substance they abuse. Northern 

Hemisphere drug use levels seemed to be decreasing compared to the levels in the Southern 

Hemisphere. This report serves as a basic gauge for drug use in the Northern and Southern 

Hemispheres of the Americas. 

https://www.insightcrime.org/news/analysis/drug-use-in-the-americas-oas/ 

Source #4: 2013 OAS Secretary General Presents the Drug Problem in the Americas  
In his 2013 report Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, shared a review of the drug problem 

plaguing the Americas. Also included in the report is that Secretary General Insulza shared some of 

the data from in the report, which was prepared by a team of experts who worked under his direction 

for a year, which indicate that in the Americas "approximately 45 percent of all the cocaine users in 

the world are found, approximately half of the heroin users and a quarter of the total marijuana users. 

The consumption of cocaine paste, crack, inhalants, amphetamines and the abuse of legal drugs has 

increased." He added that this consumption “generates some 151 billion dollars in drug retail alone” 

https://www.oas.org/docs/publications/layoutpubgagdrogas-eng-29-9.pdf
https://www.state.gov/j/inl/rls/nrcrpt/2016/vol2/253362.htm
https://www.insightcrime.org/news/analysis/drug-use-in-the-americas-oas/


in the hemisphere. Lastly, Insulza provided four conclusions related to drug use. The conclusions 

presented are the problem must be dealt with by considering each country’s different situation; 

countries with fewer resources and less institutional strength have more difficulty dealing with the 

impact of drug trafficking; the phenomenon requires a public health approach; and the approach to 

the problem must be multifaceted, flexible, taking into account differences, and the countries of the 

regions must be united in their diversity. 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-194/13 

Source #5: Resolution of the OAS General Assembly 
This is a resolution from the OAS General Assembly passed on June 8, 2010. Members of the OAS 

drafted the resolution with influence from Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission.  This 

resolution includes the OAS endorsement of the Hemispheric Drug Strategy which was drafted and 

approved by Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission. The resolution also includes suggested 

instructions to the General Secretariat to provide technical and administrative support to the process 

of preparing the Plan of Action. 

http://www.cicad.oas.org/Main/Template.asp?File=/main/aboutcicad/basicdocuments/resoluti

on_strategy_plan_eng.asp 

Source #6: The Drug Problem in the Americas: Drugs and Public Health 
In this 2013 publication by the OAS about the relationship between drugs and public health there are 

many important findings. Such findings include drug and alcohol use accounts for higher rates of death 

and disability in the Americas than as an average worldwide. The most illicit drug in the Americas is 

marijuana. This is because of increasing ability to be obtained in many countries. The last major find 

in this publication is that treatment and education should be provided by countries to reduce the use 

of illicit drugs. 

https://www.issup.net/knowledge-share/publications/2017-02/drug-problem-americas-drugs-

and-public-health 
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