
UNHCR: Topic A Primary Sources 
The Refugee Situation in the Mediterranean  

 
Here are primary sources that your moderator or legal chair thought would be helpful in 

gaining an understanding of the topic. These are by no means all of the sources available, just 
sources we wanted to highlight. 

 

Primary Source #1: The Sea Route to Europe: The Mediterranean Passage in the Age of 

Refugees 
From the UNHCR’s website, this document provides an incredible overview of the current situation 

in the Mediterranean. With 20 pages of statistics, factoids, and diagrams, it is the perfect first read for 

anyone who wants to learn about this crisis. If you are unsure about the scope of the topic, or what 

issues will be addressed, this document acts as a great introduction into what committee may look 

like.  
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/protection/operations/5592bd059/sea-route-europe-mediterranean-

passage-age-refugees.html 

Primary Source #2: Refugees or Immigrants? The Migration Crisis in Europe in Historical 

Perspective 
In order to assess the current state of the migrant crisis, it can be helpful to look back on previous 

migration patterns and mass movements of refugees in Europe. During the First and Second World 

Wars, Europe experienced some of the largest forced migrations in history, and even before the 20th 

century, it remained a popular destination for those migrating from Africa and the Middle East. 

Today, with various conflicts and violent groups organizing in these nations, many are again choosing 

to flee to Europe. By giving an overview of the past, as well as a comprehensive discussion of the 

current issues, this article is another great place to begin to learn of the current situation.  

http://origins.osu.edu/article/refugees-or-immigrants-migration-crisis-europe-historical-perspective 

Primary Source #3: The New Europeans 
When researching and learning about the refugee crises around the globe, it can be easy to generalize 

and lump various migrants together by various stereotypes and other common beliefs about refugees. 

This collection of personal stories helps remind readers of the individuals that are being affected by 

the migrant crisis in the Mediterranean. It shares videos, pictures, and written accounts of various 

backgrounds, including a Somali woman who arrived in Sweden 12 years ago, three children who 

fled Syria, and entire families who wish for nothing more than to return to their homeland. To help 

create solutions for this crisis, it is imperative to understand the personal stories of those affected.  

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2016/10/europe-immigration-muslim-refugees-

portraits/ 

Primary Source #4: Frontex 
With thousands of refugees fleeing from the Middle East and Africa, a main concern is that the 

refugees are reaching their destinations safely and securely. One of the prominent focuses of the 

UNHCR is how to reduce the number of lives lost at sea. The European Border and Coast Guard 

Agency, also known as Frontex, has been a leading member of the effort to rescue various ships in the 

Mediterranean and aid in their arrival into the European continent. This website provides detailed 

information about the history of the agency, various operations they run, and other news about 
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research and reports. This website is a great tool to get a better idea on how it is possible to aid those 

travelling by sea. 

http://frontex.europa.eu/ 

Primary Source #5: Pew Research Center: Asylum Seeker Numbers 
A leader in data collection and analysis, this series from Pew provides seven different graphs showing 

various statistics surrounding the refugee crisis. They include where asylum seekers applied, opinions 

of Europeans on how the EU is handling the situation, descriptive information about about the 

asylum seekers, and what countries the asylum seekers are arriving from. This collection of figures 

helps readers to visually see and understand the magnitude of this crisis. In addition, Pew has a 

multitude of other studies and data on their website, and it would be helpful to peruse more of their 

numbers and graphs.  

http://www.pewglobal.org/2016/08/02/number-of-refugees-to-europe-surges-to-record-1-3-million-

in-2015/pgm_2016-08-02_europe-asylum-01/ 

Primary Source #6: Syrian Refugee Crisis: Facts and FAQs 
In order to understand what is happening in Europe, it is essential to understand what is occurring to 

force so many people out of their homes and into a foreign continent. Providing relevant 

information, background knowledge, and numerous links with more detailed information, this site is 

incredibly valuable in helping readers truly understand why so many are seeking asylum in European 

nations. In addition, the problems present in Syria, while unique, are not completely rare, and can 

help to understand what is occurring in a variety of nations. With multiple nations in the Middle East 

and Northern Africa suffering from power struggles, militant groups, and civilian unrest, 

understanding one crisis can help to understand more.  
https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/syria-refugee-crisis-war-facts 
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