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Conditions within Haiti have 

hardly improved in the last couple 

of years, with per capita Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) only 

$797 in 2019, the lowest in the 

Western Hemisphere.1 

Economically, the country has 

continued to experience low 

economic growth, and ruinous 

inflation, which was predicted to 

hit 20% in 2020.2 Such an 

economic malaise has contributed 

to ongoing political instability, which the government exacerbated by cutting fuel subsidies in 2019.3 

These intermittent protests have paralyzed the government and caused elections to be continually 

postponed since October 2019—with some experts hoping they will be held in 2021.4  

Compounding these economic challenges within Haiti is an expected fall in remittances (or 

money sent back to support family and friends still living in Haiti) from Haitians who live and work 

abroad due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Haiti has dealt with Coronavirus better than expected. 

Since their first confirmed case in March of 2020, the county has only had 234 confirmed deaths.5 

Between March and December of 2020 Haiti registered nearly 10,000 infections compared to 155,000 

infections in neighboring Dominican Republic.6 It is not yet clear why COVID-19 impacted Haiti less 

than the Dominican Republic, but some officials believe that the country’s relatively young age and a 

different genetic make-up has spared Haiti from the worst impacts. In similarly positive public health 

news, cholera, which killed 10,000 Haitians since U.N. Peacekeepers brought it to the nation in 2010, 

was also declared contained in January of 2020.7 

Despite Haiti’s public health successes, the Dominican Republic announced the start to the 

construction of a fence between Haiti and the Dominican Republic. The two nations have often had 

challenging relations and the Dominican Republic intends for the fence to prevent drug, human, & 

arms trafficking and unauthorized migration from Haiti to the Dominican Republic.8 

 
1 https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/haiti/overview 
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8 https://dominican.news/local/dominican-republic-ready-to-build-border-wall-with-haiti/ 


