
Blue Committee: Topic A Primary Sources 
The Impact of Climate Change on Indigenous Peoples 

 
Here are the primary sources your moderator or legal chair thought would be helpful in 

gaining an understanding of the topic. These are by no means all of the sources available, just 
sources we wanted to highlight.  

Source #1: Kyoto Protocol (1997) 
The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement adopted in 1997 and put into force in 2005. The 

role of this document is to have nations commit to lowering greenhouse gas emissions by setting 

internationally recognized targets for reduction. These targets must be reached primarily through 

national action, but also by utilizing three mechanisms: international emissions trading, clean 

development mechanisms, and joint implementation.  

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/kpeng.pdf  

Source #2: The Paris Agreement (2014) 
The Paris Agreement requires all nations to undergo significant efforts in order to act against climate 

change, while also implementing enhanced support towards developing nations. The document 

acknowledges climate change as a “common concern” of humanity and, when taking action, respect 

the rights of all people, including women, migrants, children, and individuals with disabilities. In 

addition, The Paris Agreement states that developed countries should take the lead by instituting 

“economy wide absolute emission reduction targets,” while developing countries should continue 

their efforts and enhance them as time goes on.  

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf  

Source #3: Climate Change and Indigenous Peoples  
This document explicitly states the impact of climate change on indigenous peoples, stating that these 

groups are the first to directly reap the consequences of climate change due to their dependence on 

the environment and natural resources. It also details how indigenous groups are responding to the 

impacts of climate change, as they are often vital to the survival of certain ecosystems. In the final 

section, the document claims that indigenous peoples need to be included in mitigation efforts as 

many previous actions have resulted in direct consequences to communities, including a decline in 

biodiversity and the availability of food.  

http://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday/pdf/Backgrounder_ClimateChange_FINAL.pdf  

Source #4: Indigenous People are Stabilizing the Global Climate  
This article documents an interview between DW and Candido Mezua, an indigenous leader from 

Panama. In this interview, Mezua states what indigenous people can do in order to further climate 

protection efforts, as well as the fact that giving land rights to indigenous peoples limits deforestation. 

A lack of land ownership by indigenous communities in Brazil has resulted in violent protests, since 

it appears to indigenous peoples across Latin America that the government will not be giving them 

ownership of the lands they’ve inhabited for centuries.  

https://www.dw.com/en/indigenous-people-are-stabilizing-the-global-climate/a-38809613  

Source #5: United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) 
This document, authored in 2007, attempts to promote the recognition and protection of indigenous 

peoples across the world, as well as brings issues that have plagued them for centuries to the 

forefront. The pre-ambulatory clauses of this document recognizes the injustices that indigenous 
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communities have faced resulting from colonization and development, while also stating that nothing 

in the declaration is able to be used to counter their rights to self-determination. Some notable 

articles of this declaration include Article 2, which states that indigenous peoples are “free and equal 

to all other peoples and individuals,” as well as Article 8 which says that indigenous people do not 

have to be subject to any forms of forced assimilation or destruction of their culture.  

https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf  

Source #6: Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change, International Labour Organization  
This document, published by the International Labour Organization in 2017, acknowledges the 

pivotal role of indigenous peoples in the fight against climate change. It begins by defining 

indigenous people and outlining the threats climate change poses to their wellbeing that are not felt 

by other populations, such as migration and displacement and a lack of institutional support. Next, 

the document explains why indigenous people and their practices are vital in combating climate 

change: most notably due to their economy and lifestyle based on principles of sustainability. Finally, 

it claims that practices including social protection, recognizing rights, and collaboration with policy 

are some of the many tactics that will further enable indigenous communities to fight against the 

effects of climate change, since these impacts are detrimental to their way of life.  

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---

gender/documents/publication/wcms_551189.pdf  
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