
The Asian Cooperation Dialogue: Topic B Primary Sources 
Arms Race in Asia 

 

Here are primary sources that your moderator or legal chair thought would be helpful in 

gaining an understanding of the topic. These are by no means all of the sources available, just 
sources we wanted to highlight. 

 

Source #1: Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (Iranian Nuclear Deal) 

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) was negotiated between China, France, 

Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States, the European Union and Iran. 

More colloquially known as the Iranian Nuclear Deal, the treaty was a compromise the lifted 

sanctions placed on Iran by most of the aforementioned nations in exchange for Iran giving 

up its nuclear ambitions. Iran’s compliance was to be monitored by the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA), who was to have access to Iranian nuclear facilities in order to 

certify that Iran was not developing nuclear weapons. This treaty is important as it serves as 

an example of a treaty that prevented a nuclear arms race from being started by 

compromising important issues and developing a monitoring mechanism by an international 

agency to ensure the deal’s veracity.  

https://www.state.gov/e/eb/tfs/spi/iran/jcpoa/ 

Source #2: Militaristic Rhetoric from Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey  

Although not technically a primary source, this article from Politico covers a series of 

speeches given by Erdogan, the President of Turkey, in 2016. In these speeches, he 

referenced the loss of Mosul, Kirkuk and islands in the Aegean Sea by the Ottoman Empire. 

Throughout these speeches, Erdogan implies that Mosul and Kirkuk, currently a part of Iraq, 

and islands in the Aegean Sea, currently part of Greece, should be reclaimed by Turkey.  

Importantly, as the article notes, his rhetoric is not aimed at Greeks or Iraqis, rather he is 

trying to generate political support for himself within Turkey through his nationalist 

overtures. His rhetoric illustrates one potential trigger to arms races, a key component for 

this topic.  

https://www.politico.eu/article/recep-tayyip-erdogan-pursues-his-plan-for-even-greater-

power-turkish-president-akp/  

Source #3: South China Sea Arbitration Tribunal Ruling 
This is the ruling handed down by the Tribunal of the Law of the Sea deals with the dispute between 

the People’s Republic of China and Philippines. While China has disregarded the ruling, the tribunal 

found that none of the features claimed by China were large enough to grant it an exclusive 

economic zone (EEZ), thus nullifying its claims to the areas. In particular, for a reef or shoal to be 

able to allow an establishment of an EEZ, the reef or shoal must be above water at high tide. Because 

none of these features are above water at high tide, China’s 9-dash line is not a valid claim and China, 

in the tribunal’s position, is violating Philippines sovereignty.  

http://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/12/16/read-arbitral-courts-ruling-on-philippines-vs-china 

Source #4: The Senkaku Islands Article  
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This article, which was produced for the Japanese government and translated to English, recounts the 

history of the Senkaku islands, including documents related to the variety of territorial claims that 

have been made on the islands. It delves into the long history on the islands as well as more recent 

history, specifically highlighting US military administration after World War II and their return to 

the Japanese. It concludes with a discussion of official policy and statements made recently by China 

and Japan over the true ownership of the islands.  

https://www2.jiia.or.jp/en/pdf/digital_library/Serita_senkaku.pdf 

Source 5: South Korea, Caught in the Middle 

This article reflects on how South Korea is forced to balance its interests between North 

Korea, the United States, and China. It specifically deals with how its newly elected 

president, Moon Jae-in, has taken a less hardline rhetoric against North Korea compared to 

his predecessor and President Trump. Moon has also worked to restart a dialogue with North 

Korea, all of which North Korea has refused. Above all, Moon seeks to avoid getting drawn 

into a conflict due to the United States, instead seeking to chart is own course that avoids a 

direct confrontation.  

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2017/09/21/caught-in-the-middle-how-

the-north-korean-threat-is-ultimately-seouls-problem/ 

Source 6: Pakistan’s Nuclear Weapons and the Indian Nuclear Doctrine  
This article serves as a rebuttal to conventional wisdom on India’s nuclear program. In particular this 

article argues that the current consensus that India has an offensive nuclear doctrine, or the idea that 

it will use nuclear weapons as an offensive attack, rather only in response to an attack, is incorrect. 

Instead it makes the case that India is a responsible nuclear state practicing deterrence, or the idea 

that attacks can be prevented if it will be difficult to beat a country. In this case, India’s nuclear 

weapons serve as a deterrent to attacks as India would use the nuclear weapons to defend itself.  

https://idsa.in/idsacomments/pakistan-nuclear-weapons-and-the-indian-nuclear-

doctrine_sgogna_110917  
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