
The Ad-Hoc Committee: Topic A Primary Sources 
Balancing Governments and Private Interests in the Exploration of Outer Space  

Here are primary sources that your moderator or legal chair thought would be helpful in 

gaining an understanding of the topic. These are by no means all of the sources available, just 

sources we wanted to highlight. 

Source #1: The Global Legal Landscape of Space: Who Writes the Rules on the Final 

Frontier? 

This report, from a U.S. government-funded think tank, advances the argument that international 

space governance has not been updated as more players, particularly private entities, have 

become involved in outer space. The report defines global space governance as, “a collection of 

international, regional, or national laws as well as regulatory institutions and actions, manners, 

and processes of governing or regulating space-related affairs or activities.” These laws are 

typically either binding agreements or non-binding norms. The United Nations has several 

organizations and treaties dedicated to outer space, the UN Office of Outer Space Affairs 

(UNOOSA); UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOUS); as well as five 

key UN Space Treaties and Five Sets of UN Principles. Midway through the report, there is a 

succinct chart that outlines the major treaties and norms in outer space. The report concludes by 

offering reforms for global space governance that are necessary to ensure outer space remains a 

largely peaceful domain.  

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/global-legal-landscape-space-who-writes-rules-final-

frontier 

 

Source #2: Exploring New Frontiers in Space Policy and Property Rights 

This chapter from an Economic Report for the President outlines the history of the United States’ 

economic engagement in outer space, its treaty obligations, before underscoring, “how recent 

U.S. space policy focuses on ensuring certainty and predictability for private investments in 

opportunities beyond Earth.” While outer space has been integrated economically—starting in 

the 1970s and 1980s with telecommunications satellites—private investment in outer space 

capabilities began to accelerate and catch-up to NASA’s budget starting between 2011-2014. 

The report contains many charts looking at spending in the space economy by sector and 

country, with charts on page six, seven, and twenty-one of the PDF proving particularly helpful. 

Finally, the report includes a short vignette on U.S. national security and outer space on the 

twenty-third page of the PDF.  

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/ERP-2021/pdf/ERP-2021-chapter8.pdf 

 

Source #3: Balancing Public & Private Partnerships for Future Human Spaceflight 

This source is a report from NASA and analyzes the role of private entities, such as corporations, 

in outer space. The report specifically outlines the trade-offs that occur when engaging in 

private-public partnerships for human spaceflight. According to the report, private corporations 

have, since the beginning of NASA, helped engineer its spacecraft; but NASA was often deeply 

involved in specifying engineering designs and requirements as well as quality control. The rest 

of the report is devoted to analyzing the three most prominent accidents of American Human 

Spaceflight: the Apollo 1 fire, the Challenger accident, and the Columbia accident; and then 

offering lessons learned for how NASA can engage in private-public partnerships more safely 

for human spaceflight.  

https://ntrs.nasa.gov/api/citations/20190014047/downloads/20190014047.pdf  
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Source #4: Private Property Rights and the Public Interest in Exploration of Outer Space   

This research paper analyzes how private property rights might work in outer space. It starts by 

evaluating current international treaties while discussing how exploration of outer space may 

eventually come into conflict with the economic exploitation of resources in outer space. The test 

case that the author provides would be the mining of asteroids for rare metals that can be used 

back on earth could destroy water on those asteroids that are of interest to astronomers as water 

is considered a likely medium for allowing life to flourish. Because current international treaties 

are vague when it comes to extraction rights in outer space, the author believes that many 

countries will develop their own regulations for extraction. The United States has already largely 

done so through Title IV of the Commercial Space Launch Competitiveness Act, which 

recognizes the right of, “[a] United States citizen engaged in commercial recovery of an asteroid 

resource or a space resource (…) to possess, own, transport, use, and sell the asteroid resource or 

space resource obtained in accordance with applicable law, including the international 

obligations of the United States.” The author feels that given this move by the United States as 

well as the vagueness of existing international law that a competition among private companies 

for asteroids could be launched, with very little oversight and regulation—effectively it would 

become first-come-first serve for exploiting an asteroid’s resources.  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318194764_Private_Property_Rights_and_the_Public_

Interest_in_Exploration_of_Outer_Space  

 

Source #5: Agreement governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial 

Bodies 

Signed in 1979, this treaty, better known as the Moon Treaty or Moon Agreement attempts to 

regulate activities on the Moon. Unfortunately, the agreement only has around 20 signatories and 

many of the major national players in outer space, such as the United States, Russia and China, 

have not signed it. The agreement seeks to prevent the militarization of the moon, including the 

placement of nuclear weapons on it; as well as construct a framework for the sustainable 

extraction of the Moon’s natural resources. The agreement also says that the placement of 

personnel or equipment does not constitute ownership of that part of the Moon.  

https://moonagreement.org/  

 

Source #6: As private satellites increase in number, what are the risks of the 

commercialization of space? 

This paper from the World Economic Forum sees a connection between the increasing 

commercialization of outer space, our dependence on outer space, and the growing potential for 

risks. The paper argues that as more and more private satellites are sent into the outer space, the 

risk of a catastrophic collision increases. And, if a collision happens, it could negatively impact 

global navigation and communication systems, having impacts on businesses, governments, and 

people on Earth. These risks are coupled with the increase in space junk, which creates debris 

that could hit satellites or event manned missions in outer space. Without a proper legal 

mechanism for managing space junk, the risks continue to increase.  

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/01/what-are-risks-commercial-exploitation-space/  
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