
The General Assembly Green: Topic B Primary Sources 

Establishing Mechanisms to Handle Long-Term Refugees 

 

Here are primary sources that your moderator or legal chair thought would be helpful in gaining 

an understanding of the topic. These are by no means all of the sources available, just sources we 

wanted to highlight. 

Source #1: UNHCR Policy on Alternatives to Camps 

The document describes UNHCR’s goal on pursuing alternatives to camps in urban areas while 

still ensuring that refugees are protected and assisted effectively. It also explains how UNHCR’s 

policy on alternatives to camps incorporates the urban refugee policy’s commitment to refugee 

rights, partnership, self-reliance, etc. Some of the ways UNHCR implements this policy includes 

consulting with refugees and host families, helping refugees to achieve self-reliance, and 

maximizing mobility for refugees so they can have better access to jobs and education. 

http://www.unhcr.org/protection/statelessness/5422b8f09/unhcr-policy-alternatives-camps.html 

Source #2: UNHCR Diagnostic Tool for Alternatives to Camps 

This document displays the results of UNHCR’s development and implementation of their 

‘alternative to camp’ policy that is explained above. This source provides statistics detailing the 

success of the UNHCR policy of alternatives to camps and goes into detail about the ways UNHCR 

is carrying out this policy. Polices include settlement options, advocacy, security, and 

community-based protection. Overall this source is used to measure the success and shortcomings 

of the work that is currently being done on this subject.  

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/5731adcc9 

Source #3: Convention and Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees 

This document is most popularly known as the 1951 Refugee Convention. It defines who is 

a refugee, and sets out the rights of individuals who are granted asylum and the responsibilities of 

nations that grant asylum. The Convention also sets out which people do not qualify as refugees, 

such as war criminals. The Convention also provides for some visa-free travel for holders of travel 

documents issued under the convention. The Refugee Convention builds on Article 14 of the 

1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which recognizes the right of persons to seek 

asylum from persecution in other countries. A refugee may enjoy rights and benefits in a state in 

addition to those provided for in the Convention. 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/3b66c2aa10 

Source #4: UNHCR Reports Crisis in Refugee Education 

This report details the current situation of the education crisis among refugees in which more 

than half of the school-age children have no school to go to. The report compares UNHCR data 

on refugee education with UNESCO data on global school enrollment. This UNHCR report goes 

on to highlight the education crisis occurring in many areas around the world including Northern 

Kenya, Syria, and Chad. As the international community considers how best to deal with the 
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refugee crisis, it is essential that education is prioritized for the wellbeing of the refugees and the 

communities. 

http://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2016/9/57d7d6f34/unhcr-reports-crisis-refugee-education.html 

Source #5: Global Trends---Forced Displacement in 2016 

The Global Trends Report analyzes the changes in UNHCR’s populations of concern and deepens 

the public understanding of ongoing crises. UNHCR counts and tracks the numbers of refugees, 

internally displaced people, people who have returned to their countries or areas of origin, 

asylum-seekers, stateless people and other populations of concern to UNHCR. This data is kept up 

to date and analyzed in terms of various criteria, such as where people are, their age and whether 

they are male or female. As this data is collected, UNHCR analyzes the trends and prepares this 

information for the public. In this report, the fact that there was a 300,000 person increase of 

forcible displacement—a record high—since last year is a significant theme of the report.   

http://www.unhcr.org/5943e8a34 

Source #6: New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants adopted by all Member 

States at historic UN Summit 

This 2016 press release highlights the declaration expressing the political will of world leaders to 

protect the rights of refugees and migrants on a global scale. This document explains that by 

adopting the New York Declaration, there are certain commitments members must follow 

including protecting the human rights of all refugees and migrants, ensuring all refugee and 

migrant children receive education, preventing and responding to sexual and gender-based 

violence, and improving the delivery of humanitarian and development assistance to countries 

most effected. The United Nations is looking forward to the starting of negotiations leading to an 

international conference and developing guidelines on treatment of migrants in vulnerable 

situations in 2018. 

https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/un_press_release_-_new_york_declaration_-

_19_september_2016.pdf 
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