
Asia Cooperation Dialogue: Topic A Primary Sources 
The Dispute between Jammu and Kashmir 

 
Here are primary sources that your moderator or legal chair thought would be helpful in 

gaining an understanding of the topic. These are by no means all of the sources available, just 
sources we wanted to highlight. 

 

Source 1: United Nations Resolutions 39 (1948) and 47 (1948) 
Resolutions 39 and 47 are both important to what first established peace talks between India and 

Pakistan, as well as making a move toward the ceasefire of 1971. Resolution 39 established the UN 

Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP), allowing both countries to choose one other delegate 

each to discuss peacekeeping and ceasefires for the dispute of land rights. Resolution 47 expanded 

UNCIP and assigned a military advisor to stop the fights. This resolution also gave way to the UN 

Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP). UNCIP was eventually terminated in 

1951, but the UNMOGIP is still around today and is still used to settle ceasefire violations. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s/res/39(1948) 

Source 2: History of the Kashmir Conflict 
This document goes over the history of the land dispute, the oldest unsolved conflict in United 

Nations history. The document mainly focuses on the Instrument of Accession, signed by India and 

the Maharaja of Kashmir in 1947, allowing India’s occupation of the land. The document also 

summarizes the main issues in Kashmir, including the innocent killings of men, women, and children 

and police brutality. It is important to note that this document was written by the Pakistan Mission 

to the UN, thus the reader must be attentive to biases.  

http://www.pakun.org/kashmir/history.php 

Source 3: Indus Water Treaty and Facts 
The Indus Water Treaty is important to the dispute in Jammu and Kashmir because, after being 

signed in 1960, it is the only treaty between Pakistan and India that has been successful. The treaty 

established the Permanent Indus Committee, which deals with conflicts and questions that arise 

between the two countries. It also divided the six rivers into eastern and western parts: one belonging 

to India, the other to Pakistan. One reason this treaty may have worked for so long is because both 

countries continue to develop around the waterways, which is beneficial to their respective 

economies. The treaty itself could be useful in the future when outlining new treaties and resolutions 

to solve this conflict. The first link takes you to the treaty itself and the second link provides more 

background information that will further help you to understand the treaty.  

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTSOUTHASIA/Resources/223497-

1105737253588/IndusWatersTreaty1960.pdf  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/region/sar/brief/fact-sheet-the-indus-waters-treaty-1960-and-the-

world-bank 

Source 4: Concern over Increasing Tensions  
As recently as 2016, the United Nations has remained concerned over the increase in tension 

between India and Pakistan over the occupation and ownership of Jammu and Pakistan. This article 

outlines the further necessary actions the UN is taking to deescalate the situation, including engaging 

in peace talks and not violating the ceasefire. This is important because a lot of work still needs to be 
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done to resolve this issue that has been going on for over fifty years. It is also important to note that 

the ceasefire has not been super helpful in ending the tensions between India and Pakistan due to 

violations.  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55206#.WaNZ4T6GPIU 

Source 5: Simla Agreement 
The Simla Agreement, which is the ceasefire agreement between India and Pakistan, was signed in 

1972 and helps to further assess the Line of Control (LoC) that divides the northwest of India and east 

part of Pakistan by military control. The LoC has been violated many times (mostly by Pakistan) and 

still remains in place today as “one of the most dangerous places in the world”. The ceasefire is still 

important because although it is often violated, the LoC is still dividing the two countries to this day. 

The article in the second link is important in that it helps understand the tensions and disagreements.  

https://www.stimson.org/simla-agreement  

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/jammu-kashmir-pakistan-ceasefire-violation-rajouri-bhimber-

gali-sector-indian-army-4698523/ 
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